
Visiting Scholars and School Board Delegation  

Françoise Armand is a full professor in the Faculty of Education, Université de Montréal. Her 
research interests focus primarily on second language didactics, pluriliteracies and 
plurilingualism. Her research pertains to language awareness, linguistic diversity 
(www.elodil.com), reading and writing in second languages. Furthermore, she focuses on 
different models designed to promote the integration of newly arrived immigrant students and 
their acquisition of the French language. Françoise has also been the director of the Metropolis 
Research Centre of Quebec-Immigration and Metropolis for a period of six years, a period during 
which she acted as a leader in immigration research and established significant links between 
policy makers and researchers. She has also received many teaching excellence awards at the 
Faculty of education, Université de Montréal. 

Bronwen Low is an Associate Professor in the Faculty of Education, McGill University. Bronwen 
Low explores the implications and challenges of popular youth culture for curriculum theory, 
literacy studies, and pedagogy. This includes examining spoken word culture (including rap 
music and slam poetry) for insight into the evolution of youth language and literacy practices 
as well as identities. Current research includes community-media projects and pedagogies, 
translanguaging and the multilingual Montreal hip-hop scene, and the pedagogical 
implications of the lifestories of Montrealers who have survived genocide and other human 
rights violations. In relation to the latter, she is developing curriculum for use in Quebec 
schools. She has published Reading Youth Writing: “New” Literacies, Cultural Studies in 
Education (Lang, 2008) with Michael Hoechsmann, and most recently Slam School: Learning 
through Conflict in the Hip-Hop and Spoken Word Classroom (Stanford UP, 2011). 

Marie-Odile Magnan is an Assistant professor in the Department of Educational Administration 
and Foundations, Université de Montréal. She holds a PhD in sociology from Laval University. 
Marie-Odile coordinates two research sectors: Ethnic Relations at the Centre d’études ethniques 
des universities montréalaises (CEETUM) and Education and socialization at the Observatoire 
Jeunes et Société (INRS-UCS). Her research interests include the analysis of issues in education 
among youth belonging to linguistic or ethnic minorities in Canada. Marie-Odile is particularly 
interested in the linguistic and cultural role of school institutions. More recently, her research 
has focused on school experience (intergroup relations, identity construction, formal and 
informal socialisation) and school pathways to higher education within the Quebec linguistic 
school market. 

Marie Mc Andrew is a full professor in the Department of Educational Administration and 
Foundations, Université de Montréal. She holds a PhD in Comparative Education and specialized 
in the education of minorities and intercultural education. Since June 2003, she holds the Chair 
for Ethnic Relations. In June 2006, she was awarded a SSHRC Canada Senior Research Chair on 
Education and Ethnic Relations. In this framework, she carries a major research program on the 
role of education in the maintenance and the transformation of ethnic relations, which 
comprises three main components: Culture, Socialization, Curriculum; Academic performance 
and educational mobility; Policies and Practices from a comparative perspective. This program 
includes many projects pertaining to the role of Education in the relations between the Jewish 
Community and other Quebecers and to the Factors influencing the School Success of immigrant 
students (a FQRSC team on this last theme, the research group on immigration equity and 
schooling, is also attached to the Chair). Another issue explored since more than 10 years by the 



Chair holder is the specificity of the adaptation of school system to pluralism in societies where 
more than one group can claim the status of a sociological majority. Presenting an original 
synthesis of the studies conducted by the group since 1992, her book « Immigration et diversité 
à l’école: le cas québécois dans une perspective comparative » (Immigration and diversity in 
school : the québécois case in a comparative perspective) won the Donner prize 2001 attributed 
to the best book on Canadian public policy. Her more recent book, «Les majorités fragiles et 
l’Éducation: Belgique, Catalogne, Irlande du Nord, Québec, (PUM, 2010)/ Fragile Majorities and 
Education: Belgium, Catalonia, Northern Ireland, Quebec», nominated for the Governor General 
Awards in the Essays category, studies various issues, often contested, such as common 
schooling, the teaching of History in the context of competing memories, linguistic integration of 
immigrants, as well as taking into account diversity in schools. She was or is also a member of 
various provincial or federal committees such as the Consultative Committee on integration and 
reasonable accommodation in the school setting, the advisory board of the Consultation 
commission on accommodation practices related to cultural differences, the National Task Force 
on Holocaust Education, Remembrance and Research and CIC Deputy- Minister Advisory 
Committee. She was recently appointed to the Royal Society of Canada. 

Political scientist and sociologist Maryse Potvin, is a professor in the Faculty of Education, 
Université du Québec à Montréal. She was responsible for the research pole on Discrimination 
and Insertion at the CEETUM from 2006-2010 and she has been jointly responsible for the 
research sector “Education and ethnic relations” since 2010. Maryse has also been a consultant 
for policy makers at the Ministère de l’immigration et des communautés culturelles (2000-2002), 
an invited columnist in the newspaper La Presse (1985-1986) and in the Journal de Montréal 
(2007), an expert reporter for the European Commission (2004) and for the Bouchard-Taylor 
Commission (2008). Over the past 18 years, her research interests focused on issues related to 
interethnic relations and reciprocal representations, from a variety of angles including: critical 
analysis of popular and media discourse; identity, racism, discrimination and systemic 
inequality; social experiences of youth of immigrant origin; educational trajectories and 
inclusive, intercultural and antiracist education.  

 

Partner involved for the delegation: 

Jacques Ledoux is an assistant manager of educational resources at the Commission scolaire 
Marguerite-Bourgeoys, one of the main school boards in Montreal. He is in charge of the 
curriculum pertaining to languages and of the complementary services of the school library. He 
is also a lecturer in the Faculty of Education (M.A. in educational administration) at the 
Université de Sherbrooke. He has also been a principal, an educational advisor and a special 
needs educator. 

Georges Lemieux is an advisor at the Direction des services aux communautés culturelles (DSCC) 
of the ministère de l'Éducation, du Loisir et du Sport du Québec (MELS). He is in charge of the 
financial services for immigrant students. Furthermore, he conducts research and produces 
statistics on immigrant students in collaboration with others units of the ministry. He also works 
with the Groupe de recherche immigration, équité et scolarisation (GRIÉS), as DSCC partner. 
Georges holds a public history M.A. (Université du Québec à Montréal, 2011). Between 2000 and 
2007, he was a research officer at the Conseil permanent de la jeunesse, a government agency. 



  
Students involved for the visit :  

Alhassane Balde is a postdoctoral researcher at the Canada Research Chair on Education and 
Ethnic Relations, Université de Montréal. He holds a PhD in Demography of education from 
Université Paris Descartes. He works on the social demand of education in Sub-Saharan Africa 
(education policy, local knowledge, strategies of education) and on the academic success of 
immigrant students in Quebec high schools. His current research focuses on the relationship 
between immigration, equity and schooling. 

Julie Larochelle-Audet is an M.A. student in education, Université du Québec à Montréal, 
supervised by Maryse Potvin. Her research project focuses on the effects of the ethnocultural 
diversity institutionalization in initial teacher education programs. Since 2011, Julie has worked 
as a research officer for the research sector Education and ethnic relations at the Centre 
d’études ethniques des universities montréalaises (CEETUM). 


