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How is this research relevant? 
English Language Learners come in to our classrooms 
everyday in an effort to develop their skills and become 
fully functioning citizens in our society. The road to their 
development is a challenging one as they work to 
embrace new lives and develop a sophisticated 
understanding of the English language. ESL class is the 
most common space for these new learners and their 
movement through the 
 

What ideas help frame the setting for this 
research? 
When looking at a school we can say that a school is an open system that is made up 
of parts that interact with each other. The parts themselves are influenced by each 
other through their interaction. There are many things that affect how the school 
operates and ultimately affect the people that work in the school in their varying 
capacities.  

What were the results? 
 
•Teaching a much larger Set of Students:  
 
“I think they have some limitations. I’ll be very happy 
if I can get that kind of detailed information from the 
school because we are new immigrants. We have to 
know how we are doing.” (Parent 1, lines 54-62)  
 

•Parental Involvement:  
 
“I think that it’s vitally important to get the parents 
involved with what is going on in the class. Even 
though they might be in the same situation (L2 
learners) it’s just a matter of letting them know that 
you’re someone who cares.” (Admin  3, lines 99-106) 
  

•. Being Transferred out of ESL too soon:  

 

“Say you have 30 students that need ESL support of 
some kind and you can only have a maximum of 15 
students in that ESL class. The 15 most ‘needy’ 
students in that class would get first access.” (Admin 
2, lines 87-96) 
  
  

•From “Workshops” to “Professional Development 
Communities” : 
 
“Well the workshops provided a lot of information on 
my practice in terms of general strategies in the class 
room, but in terms of interventions, I didn’t see any 
support. I was all just going off of my instincts” 
(Teacher 1, lines 137-144) 
  

•The Funding Paradigm: 
 

“ESL is like where Spec Ed was 20 years ago. Spec Ed is 
now very structured and there are proper 
assessments. ESL is very lassie fare it seems. It’s like, 
give them this test and see how you feel. I think it’s 
because we haven’t had the human rights complaints 
that Spec Ed has had.” (Teacher 4, lines 115-119)” 
  
 

 

stages of language 
development are sign 
posts on their road to 
linguistic competence.  

What is next 
for these 
learners when 
they enter this 
new space?  
This study asks 
“Are there 
positive 
interventions 
for at risk  

middle 
school 
children 
in a post 
ESL 
setting?” 

. The way this 
system 
functions is 
largely 
dependent on 
the types of 
inputs that it 
receives in 
terms of, school 
materials, 
teachers, 
students,  
  
 

parents, administrators, and budgets. 
The different types of inputs affect the 
way that a school is run. 

                        How was this done? 
 The project was established with a hope of working with 
a school that was in a low socioeconomic area of the city 
coupled with a high population of ESL students to enable 
the study of those students transitioning from a full ESL 
program                                                                 
 to the                                                                                      
regular                                                                     classroom. 
Once a                                                                     school was 
located                                                                     the 
Administrator of the site was contacted to gain permission 
the possibility of conducting a study at the school. The 
principal of the participating school was informed that 
interviews would be conducted with parents, principals 
and teachers of students that were in ESL class in the 
previous year                                                                     and 
are now in a mainstream                                                                        
class. The Principal and Vice                                         
Principal of the school also                                        
consented to be interviewed                                                       
for the project                                                                   and 
took time out                                                                                                               
                          of their busy schedules to provide their 
insights on this specific segment of their student 
population. 

The 
biggest 
hurdle to 
getting this 
project off 
the ground 
was 
gaining 
board 
approval 
to work at 
one of 
their 
school 
sites. The 
original 
scope of 
the project 
had to be 
eventually 
refined 
and edited 
in order to 
gain access 
to the 
board 
schools.  


