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“National testing has emerged as the closest 
thing to a cure-all for those who are concerned 
about the performance of Canada’s public school 
system. It is widely assumed that national tests, 
based on an agreed-upon set of national 
education goals or standards, can serve as a 
one-step reference point for student 
achievement and for the ability of our schools 
to meet the needs of a complex modern society. 
The reality is that there are no magic bullets or 
easy answers to complex questions". 
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Introduction… 

Questions that guided my research:  
• Does ‘teaching to the test’ impact a  
  student’s learning experience?  
• Do teachers alter how they teach when  
  their students are faced with a  
  standardized assessment?  
• Do standardized assessments capture a  
  student’s true abilities?   
• Do teachers realize that they are  
  altering their teaching strategies? 

   If we offered the standardized test in a  
  variety of languages If we are asking a  
  student a universal question about literature   
  (e.g., what is the story about?) it should not  
  matter what language the question is asked  
  in. The meaning of the story does not  
  generally change when the story is  
  translated into another language 

“If assessment becomes a mechanism for 
controlling schools, it’s likely that Ontario 
educators will react in much the same ways as 
educators have elsewhere, they will find ways 
to improve the scores, not necessarily the 
learning” 

1. Standardized assessments permit  
students’ performance to be measured 
against clear objective standards.      
2. Standardized tests can help to focus both 
students and teachers on the achievement of 
clear objectives. “Students are tasked with 
learning specific skills and being able to 
apply them on a formal assessment.  
3. Standardized assessments enable the 
public to see what is going on within the 
schools by providing statistical evidence of 
learning that can be used to compare a 
student’s learning progression from year to 
year, and from school to school.    

1. Standardized assessments can influence 
and even alter the manner in which a 
teacher teaches.  
2. The government believed that they had 
the potential to bring about constructive 
change and improvement when they 
introduced standardized assessments, but 
what they appears to have brought about 
is a feeling of isolation.  
3. Standardized assessment has the 
potential to silence our students by not 
giving them “the opportunity to talk about 
what they know, to read books, to write, or 
to construct and solve problems in 
mathematics, science, or other subjects. 
In short, they have been denied the 
opportunity to develop the capacities they 
will need for the future, in large part 
because commonly used tests are so firmly 
pointed at educational goals of the past”  

‘Surface’ teaching:  
 not teaching for an  
 in-depth  
 understanding or  
 application, but just  
 enough learning so  
 that we could move  
 on.  

“Standardized tests have much in common 
with French fries. Both of them differ in 
composition as well as quality. French fries are 
available in numerous incarnations, including 
straight, curly, skins-on, skins-off, and, in 
recent years, with sweet potatoes. Regarding 
quality, of course, the taste of French fries 
can range substantially — from sublime to 
soggy. It’s really the same with standardized 
tests.”  

Accountability appears to be a universal 
movement in Canada, yet the forces 
maintaining it appear to be quite 
different. Is it based on a need to restore 
public confidence, a yearning to improve 
the education system, or an effort at cost 
containment? Without any agreement 
students, teachers, schools and even 
parents are left wondering what schools 
should be responsible for?   

‘Teaching to the  
 test’: organizing  
 your instruction  
 strategies around  
 the actual items  
 found on a test or  
 around a set of  
 look-alike items.  

TRY THIS…… 

Use a variety of assessment strategies to 
evaluate your students’ work (e.g., 
observations, multiple-choice questions, 
anecdotal notes, short answer questions, 
projects, reflections and oral presentations). 
Keep samples of your students’ work. At some 
point during the term, develop and administer 
a standardized assessment that tests the 
students on something they have already 
learned. Compare the results of the 
standardized assessment to the samples of 
student’s work already collected. Which 
assessment strategy better reflect the 
student’s actual abilities? 

Effects Within The Classroom…. 

How is the main problem in this 
story solved?  

Come il problema principale in 
questa storia è risolto?  

Как основная проблема в 
этом рассказе разрешена? 

怎麼解決在這個故事的主要问题？  

Jak je hlavní problém v této 
vyřešit příběh? 


